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Supplemental Instruction: How’s That Going for Us?

STARS has consistently offered Supplemental
Instruction (SI) for students taking specific sec-
tions of math 254, 154, and 152. At the Inte-
grated Learning Center in Watsonville, SI has
become part of the instructional support pro-
gram offered for math, and is being offered
this semester for Chemistry 30A as well. On a
weekly basis, Sl leaders meet as a group and
also with the instructor of the class for which SI
is being offered, which they attend in order to
observe issues that students are having and
encourage them to attend the voluntary Sl ses-
sions. These are offered 3-4 times per week
and include homework review, preparation for
quizzes, and practice of effective learning
strategies. Special review sessions are offered
for exams. Most importantly, students learn
the power of forming study groups to grapple
with and master challenging subjects.

Challenges include the turnover in Sl leaders,
who are usually students close to transfer who
move on after two or three semesters. In addi-
tion, since attendance is voluntary regardless
of need, many students who would benefit
from the sessions do not attend. After track-

ing course success and Sl attendance for five se-
mesters, preliminary results show that 78% of stu-
dents who attend at least ten Sl sessions and 59%
of students that attend one or more Sl sessions
pass with a C grade or better, compared to only
45% of students who did not attend any Sl ses-
sions.
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at an Sl session

It’s All About Relationships- a Flex Week Discussion

During Flex Week in the fall, representatives from all

Strategies that instructors have used to increase

learning communities and related cohorts came togeth- engagement with students:
er to discuss the programs and share strategies that had

been developed which had proven to have a positive im-  * Remember a personal thing about each student
pact on student success. ACE, AMAP, Puente, REAL, SMP,  to increase the sense of connection

STARS, ACCESS, HONORS, MESA, STEM, and Supernova
were invited (see information about these programs at
www.cabrillolearning.org). The 24 faculty and staff in

attendance generated a list of findings that included
strategies for both students and faculty.

Strategies that students have shared that increase

their success:

* Use office hours in the classroom (after class is
done) to serve as a resource as students do home-
work

* Return a particular assignment only during office
hours, to make students more comfortable with
coming to see you

* Have students (or a student) discuss the assign-
ment before starting the lecture, to share challeng-
es or difficulties

* Have a personal goal related to why you are at Cabrillo  * pDuring the last 20 minutes, "Tell me what you

* Develop a positive relationship with instructors

* Build supportive relationships with other students, in-

cluding peers to study with

* Seek a living situation that supports your life as a stu-

dent

* Develop a consistent relationship with a tutor (other

than your instructor)

* Seek a mentor to help and guide you, such as a coun-

selor
* Build a support system for yourself at Cabrillo
* Maintain a positive relationship with yourself

know" activity - allow students to participate in
teaching process

* Take a picture (with permission) of each student
and make a chart with names underneath

* Go immediately to the door as class ends and
greet students as they leave

* Cancel class occasionally and use it as conference
time for one-on-one sessions with students

As we open the dialog more about student success,
future summits on best practices to be shared from
learning communities will benefit us all!

Juan EAste@aa, Victor Sanchez
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Got questions? Need data?
Use SOFIA, your personal research system

SOFIA can answer questions

about:

7 Success & Completion by
course or department

1 Retention by cohort

{1 Student Progress &
Attainment of common
outcomes like completion
of a degree or transfer

Key features:

T User friendly interface
7 Section-level data
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